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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks. The Specification and claims 13 and 14 are hereby 
amended. Claim 17 is new. 

Claims 13 and 14 are amended editorially. New claim 17 is supported by page 26, line 
34 to page 27, line 1, . 

The title of the invention was objected to for not being descriptive. The title is amended 
to address the concerns of the Examiner. Favorable reconsideration of the title is requested. 

The Abstract was objected to for not being drawn to the claimed invention. The Abstract 
is amended to address Ae concerns of the Examiner. Favorable reconsideration of the Abstract 
is requested. 

Claim 13 was rejected as being anticipated by MoUer (US 4,579,658). Applicants 
traverse this w^ection. Moller does not disclose a method for manufacturing an acoustic 
matching member including filling voids of a porous member with a fluid filling material w*ose 
volume after solidification is not less than a volume of the voids of the porous member, where 
the fiJUng material is supported by the void portions of the porous member, as reqmred by claim 
13. Rather, Moller discloses a method of manufacturing a filter element having air peiroeability 
(see Abstract). Since the filter element disclosed by Moller allows gas to pass therethrough, the 
voids caraiot be considered to be filled with solidified fluid filling material. In contrast, the 
method of claim 13 requires fiUuig the voids so that the voids support and are filled by the 
solidified fluid filling material. Since Moller does not disclose all the steps of the method of 
claim 1 3, the reference cannot be considered to anticipate the current invention. Favorable 
reconsideration of claims 13 is requested. 

New claim 17 requires that the filling material comprises epoxy resin. Therefore, the 
method of manufacturing a filter element having air permeablility disclosed my Moller could not 

6 

PAGE7f9'RCVDAT11/8l20OS 3:27:50 PM [Eastern Stw^^^ 



11/08/2085 14:17 



612-455-3881 



HSML, P.C. 



PAGE 08/09 



App. No. 10/757,829 

Office Action Dated August 8> 2005 

be considered to anticipate the invention of claim 17* The filler of epoxy resin required by claim 
17 would not allow air permeability. 

In view of the above, favorable reconsideration in the form of a notice of allowance is 
requested. Any questions regarding this communication can be directed to the undersigned 
attorney, Douglas P. Mueller, Reg. No. 30^00, at (612)455-3804. 



Dated: November 8, 2005 




Doubl^ P. Mueller 
RedlNo.: 30,300 
Hamre, Schumann, Mueller & Larson, P.C. 
225 South Sixth Street 
Suite 2650 

MinneapoUs, MN 55402 
612.455.3800 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
[[An]] A method for manufacturiog an acoustic matching membe r, the acoustic 
matching member Aat4» being i ncorporated into m ultrasonic transducer for transmitting and 
recei\dng ultrasonic waves, inoludo o and including : at least two layers including a first layer and 
a second layer that have different acoustic impedance values from each other. The method for 
manufacturing including the steps of: _filling voids T ho ftrot layoi io mod fr ofa oomposite 
motcrj ul of a porous member with [[and]] a jfluid filling material, and solidifying both the fluid 
filling material inside the voids and the surplus fluid jfilling material at the same time oupportod 
by void portiona of fe e- p^^roMfl mombor, tho oooond layer io mode of thO ' filling mat e riol or tih e 
poTouo mombor, and the firat - kiyer - and th e se cond layer or e pr e s e nt in this stated order. A 
pi e ze e l e etrie - m e n i ber is dioposod on a aid e of - th e first lay e r of th e acoustic matching memb e r to 
form an ultrasonic transducer or an uttrfls<»mc - l?k) wnotor. The acoustic matching member does 
not have independent intermediate layers between the layers, so diat delamination hardly occ\»rs 
and the difSculty in the designing associated with the presence of intennediate layers can be 
avoided. 
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